PREACHING Wedding at Cana CC 21.01.18

Everybody loves a wedding – it’s a time of great joy and this story of Jesus’s attendance at one, along with his mother, brothers and disciples, is unique to John’s Gospel. So too is the story of water transformed into wine, however its character is different from most other Gospel miracles. It doesn’t involve healing or exorcism, and, unlike the feeding miracles it doesn’t meet an urgent need and has sometimes been called ‘the luxury miracle’.
We don’t know how Jesus did it, but he changed six huge pots full of water, that would have normally been used for washing, into hundreds of litres of wine.
NOW - why did Jesus do that?
Perhaps it was because he knew the importance of the wine for completing the marriage ceremony; or perhaps it was because his mother asked him to do something; perhaps he just wanted to alleviate the couples embarrassment.
It would be a matter of great shame to run out of wine at a marriage. Guests who had given wedding gifts had a right to expect a good spread and in a village community the host would lose face with his neighbours if they ran out of wine.
Whatever the reason, compared to his other miracles it just doesn’t seem to be important enough to us:
· Healing a leper or a paralysed man

· Raising someone from the dead

We can see the importance of these miracles.

We can see the need to feed 5000 people with 5 loaves and 2 fish and to calm a storm that threatened to drown his disciples but to produce great quantities of wine – and not just any old wine, but apparently the very best, seems to be a bit over the top.
Well, Saint John the Evangelist obviously didn’t think that the miracle was unimportant. To him it must have been extremely important because he puts it right at the beginning of his gospel, and he was the ONLY evangelist to record it. To him, what happened at Cana was worthy of note – not because of what Jesus actually did – but because of what it means, or what it TELLS US about Jesus.

John describes the miracle at Cana, and in fact all the miracles that he records, AS A SIGN, implying that it points to something more, it has a deeper meaning. 
For St John the miracle is important because it sums up the nature of Jesus’ ministry. It reveals to us what Jesus is going to do and what he is going to do is to produce CHANGE. Whatever or whoever was to come into contact with Jesus was never going to be quite the same afterwards.
As water became wine, 
· So sick people were going to be restored to health, 

· Devils were going to be cast out 

· Dead people were going to be raised to life.
But the kind of change that Jesus was going to bring about was going to go even further than this! Because, if Jesus has the ability to change one substance into another as he did with the water at the wedding feast. If he has the ability to produce physical change then he also has the ability to change people’s nature.
And I think that this is the true meaning that the miracle at Cana points to.

Zaccheus, that mean, money-grabbing little man was to become a generous, giving person.

Mary a woman with many sins was to become a devout follower of Jesus.

Peter, the ordinary fisherman, was to become A ROCK on which Jesus was going to build his church, and this miracle, in which Jesus was going to bring about such a change in people, wasn’t going to be restricted to his earthly ministry. The living spirit of Jesus performs this same miracle in people today – If they will let him! Because, unlike the water which had no choice about being changed into wine – the change in us CAN ONLY be achieved with our co-operation.
Co-operating with God can be extremely difficult.

To co-operate with God, you’ve got to know what God wants of you in the first place, and you can only KNOW THIS if you are in regular contact with him. In other words you need to be a person who prays, not in a spasmodic way, but in the way that Jesus himself did.
Jesus’ prayer life wasn’t restricted to a few moments snatched here or there, he was constantly aware of God’s presence with him 

Before he worked a miracle - He prayed
Before he chose the 12 - He prayed
Before he decided to go to the Cross - He prayed

For him the will of God was the only thing that was important.

But not only have we to be in regular contact with God to discover his will for us, we have also got to be prepared to ACT on his will. If God reveals that he wants us to change something about ourselves that will make us more like Jesus, and you will know if God is wanting you to change because he tends to nag. 
What needs to be done will be constantly in your mind, and keep cropping up in your thoughts. Then like Jesus we have to ACT on it otherwise we’ll never get to the spiritual state that we want to be at.
Those who have taken seriously the nagging of God and changed what he has asked them to change become ready to move on to the next stage, to be moulded even further into the person that Jesus wants them to be.
And how does Jesus want us to be?  

 I think that it’s to have an increasing capacity to love and to experience joy.
LOVE which is shown by an acceptance of others whoever and whatever they’re like, whatever their skin colour, whatever their financial status. As we allow God to change us, the change will be noticeable by how much more we’ll have the capacity to love and accept people for what they are.
Those who’ve listened to God are able to love even the most difficult person, because to them that person is made in the image of God, and they only see the good qualities in them.
When Jesus met Mary, he saw a woman drenched in sin, but he also saw what Mary could become. 

Jesus saw Matthew, the tax collector, hated and despised, 

but he also saw what Matthew could become.

You see there’s more to loving than meets the eye. As we draw closer to God the other change Jesus will bring about is our capacity to experience JOY. Here ‘joy’ doesn’t mean a perpetual round of jokes but rather a deep inward sense of well-being, a quality of those who are at peace with themselves and God. 
Joy finds expression in our relationships, in our words and worship, and the actions of our daily lives. It is closely linked with peace and love. It involves the ability to see what is good in God’s creation, in people and in circumstances, and to take pleasure in it.
Joy can be found in difficult, as well as in pleasant times. Jesus didn’t offer his disciples a life of happiness and ease; rather he predicted suffering.
Trusting Jesus can actually result in bringing about this change in people that we’ve been thinking about, and it can make others want to follow Christ.
John tells us that when Jesus changed the water into wine, ‘he revealed his glory and his disciples believed in him’, and they went on to allow Jesus to change them so much that they gave the rest of their lives to him.
In co-operation with God, we have the potential not only to become really good Christians’ but like the wine Jesus created at Cana  we have the potential to become the very best ones. Amen.

